
Campaign for Flint Hill

Momentum



The time 
has come 
for us to 
spring 
forward 
again.

Flint Hill has always been 
a school that’s willing to try 
something new. 

Our Upper School campus sprang from the 
audacious idea nearly 20 years ago that 
we should just keep growing, and our high 
school became a destination. When reces-
sion threatened our building plans in 2008, 
we doubled down on technology and became 
the first (and still only) independent school 
in our area to have 1:1 Apple technology for 
every student in every grade.

The time has come for us 
to spring forward again.
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We have no time to lose.

Anyone who has been on the fourth floor of the Hazel Academic Building on a 
busy day of classes knows we are simply out of room to build a Middle School 
program worthy of Flint Hill.

In addition, we need a community space where 
we can gather to cheer on the Huskies. More 
room for Lower School students and teachers 
to keep growing. Additional parking and better 
traffic flow. 

But our plans go far beyond one new building: 
This campus-wide realignment, as the 7th 
and 8th grades move to what is now the Upper 
School-only campus, will be a catalyst for Flint 
Hill’s success long into the future, and will touch 
every student and family.

A lesson in keeping your voice down.

It’s remarkable: Look into any Middle School 
classroom first thing in the morning and you’ll 
see students and teachers sitting together in a 
circle, sharing announcements, games, laughter, 
connection. It’s a 20-minute block of community, 
our Advisory program, and you’ll only find it at 
Flint Hill.

“We are helping kids feel safe at school in every 
possible way. The first 20 minutes of the day 
establish a lot of that.”  BRIAN LAMONT, DIRECTOR OF 

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

But those circles aren’t actually circles where the 
7th and 8th graders meet now: They are crushed-
together ovals, shoehorned into the classroom 
space available. 

Teachers make do with cramped quarters, 
outdated furniture and no storage space.

“Our space is very divided now, which is not 
how we are as a community. We’re very 
collaborative and we encourage that with our 
students.”  ERIN MAHONY, MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH 

TEACHER AND TEAM LEADER

Changing class — not to mention eating lunch —  
is a lesson in keeping your voice down. Teachers 
are constantly negotiating for space for their 
plans and ideas. There’s no place to display or 
store robotics inventions and other makerspace 
projects. 

We have to change that.
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Imagine … plenty of space for flexible 
learning and collaboration.

Take a look at plans for our beautiful new building 
just for the 7th and 8th grades, to be located 
between the current Upper School and the 
Peterson Family Field. Here: The front entrance, 
with the Upper School at far right. 

“A lot of thought has gone into creating this building. 
As with everything we do here, it’s been intentional, 
deliberate and strategic. This will be our next turning 
point. This will further the momentum of the school.”   
JOHN M. THOMAS, HEADMASTER 
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“We have always valued collaborative work, so there will be 
plenty of space for gathering and relationship-building in 
the common areas.”  JOHN M. THOMAS, HEADMASTER

“Having more purposeful space for the kids who are ready for it, 
but still letting it be physically separate from both the younger 
kids and the high school kids, is ideal. The 7th and 8th graders 
are going to be so ready to transition to our Upper School.”   

DAVE MIDDLETON, TRUSTEE, FATHER OF ABBY, MATT ’15 AND CARLY ’18

LOBBY

Wide-open spaces, plenty of 

natural light and (finally!) room 

to move will greet students and 

families at the entrance of the 

new Middle School.

INNOVATION HUB

Pairing specially equipped classrooms for robotics, 

makers and computer science will give our teachers 

and students space to collaborate and create as well 

as store and display their robots, 3D constructions 

and other amazing projects.
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ACADEMIC ATRIUM

A signature Flint Hill program, our Learning 
Center (located within the wood-paneled walls, 
below) is the anchor of the new building’s 
classroom wing, which includes two inviting 
Project Areas, complete with whiteboards and 
seating for study and discussion.

“The philosophy of the school 
is that every child has the 
right to reach their greatest 
potential. I see the Learning 
Center as one of the core 
advantages for everyone 
here. Because when I’m 
trying to figure out the best 
approach for an individual, 
nine times out of ten that 
benefits the entire class.”    
 
DR. ANN BAZZARONE, MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING 

SPECIALIST, MOTHER OF ASHLEY ’09 AND NICK ’12
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PROJECT AREA

Continuing through the Academic 
Atrium, you’ll find another Project Area, 
below, destined to be a welcoming study 
spot with access to the art studio and 
classrooms surrounding it.

CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES 

• A new Middle School building that will include 
16 classrooms, an Innovation Hub with dedicated 
space for computer science, makers, and robotics 
projects, a private, dedicated space for the 
Learning Center, an art studio, quiet study rooms, 
and a large Commons with cafeteria seating.

• A sprawling terrace that flows out of the new 
building and will enhance our community 
gathering space, including access to a new 
concession stand and playground.

• A reimagined Hazel Academic Building, including 
reconfigured Lower School classrooms, updated 
furniture better designed for collaboration and 
flexibility, and fresh paint and carpet.

• Two new parking lots, one near the Upper School 
and one near the new Middle School.

“We will be aligning our building 
with our philosophy of teaching. We 
are looking at all the possibilities to 
develop an even richer program for 
our children.” SHEENA HALL, DIRECTOR OF THE 

LOWER SCHOOL 
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THE COMMONS

The heart of the new building, The 
Commons is at once a cafeteria, a meeting 
space and a place to celebrate our unique 
community. At rear, behind a soundproof 
glass wall, is the Learning Commons, a 
place for studying, reading, dreaming.

“My favorite spot in the new building is 
The Commons, a flexible space where 
we can have seating if we want to have 
a Town Meeting, where we can all eat 
lunch, but mostly where the kids can 
explore responsible independence.”   
BRIAN LAMONT, DIRECTOR OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

LEARNING COMMONS
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PLAYGROUND AND TERRACE 

Our Middle School playground (above, looking into The Commons) 

will be a place for fun, unstructured time, including for young 

Husky fans during home games. It will link to the terrace, which 

overlooks the Peterson Family Field. 

“At Flint Hill, we teach a core curriculum — history, 
English, science, math. But we take very seriously what 
we layer on top of that: collaboration, creativity, critical 
problem solving, communication. The new building will 
facilitate that in every way.”  JOHN M. THOMAS, HEADMASTER
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“Can’t you just see it?”

It’s a crisp fall Friday afternoon and big-game 
electricity is in the air. When we’re finished, a 
new terrace will have room for everyone to watch 
the game, for kids to run around and play on the 
new playground, for students and parents to grab 
a treat at the concession stand. Two new on-
campus parking lots will smooth traffic flow at 
our critical corner.

And not just on game days: The terrace 
and stair-stepped seating that flows from the 
new building will invite students to hang out 
together and take a break during the school day. 
Perhaps most importantly, we’ll finally have a 
place to celebrate together as a whole-school 
community.

“Can’t you just see it? Because of the design of the 
building, it’s going to be a place that goes beyond just 
a Middle School. It’s going to be a place where the 
community gathers.” ANNE PETERSON, ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL 

FOR FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
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Open Mic culture.

Every decision about this project has been made with the unique culture of Flint 
Hill in mind. It’s a culture that values relationships and risk-taking. A culture 
where you get support for your unique learning style, but also learn to advocate 
for yourself. A culture where we cheer for each other.

Call it Open Mic culture.

What is it? 

A few years ago, Brendan had an idea. A 
cross-country runner who loved playing his 
guitar, he wanted to start a coffeehouse event 
where anybody who wanted to could perform 
for their friends. Eventually, he asked if it could 
fit into the break time between morning classes 
in the Upper School. He put up a signup sheet. 
Open Mic was born. 

When students and teachers come up with 
ideas for new ways to learn and connect, 
our buildings must be ready to facilitate 
this cutting-edge innovation. Our new 
Middle School was designed with that goal  
in mind.

Brendan’s student days are over, but Open Mic 
lives on. 

“I love that it started with a student’s idea and was student-led. Open 
Mic speaks to the culture of the school, something I loved about the 
Upper School that, because of the limited space, we haven’t been able to 
cultivate in Middle School.”  BRIAN LAMONT, DIRECTOR OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

“Making this move is going to solidify Flint Hill as the 

premier independent school in northern Virginia for the 

next 30 or 40 years. This project changes what the school 

looks like and feels like to the broader community.”  

RICK HENDRIX, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, FATHER OF JENNY ’13, BRITTANY ’16,  

CHRIS ’20 AND NICK ’20

Our Vision: 
Take meaningful risks. Be yourself. Make a difference.
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We are ready. We can do it. All we need now is you.

It’s an exciting time to be at Flint Hill: Our momentum is strong, and the time 
is now to make this project a reality.

“Flint Hill is a great community and has had a profound impact  
on our family. We want other kids to experience what we have.”    
ALISON AND MIKE CORKERY, TRUSTEE, PARENTS OF HAILEY ’16 AND CHLOE ’18

Your support will make this project our next big turning point, for our kids  
today and for all those to come.

Help make a difference. Join us today!

Meredith VanDuyne, Director of Institutional Advancement
mvanduyne@flinthill.org
703.584.2351

www.Momentum.FlintHill.org
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3320 Jermantown Road
Oakton, VA 22124


