
Your Parish, 
 Your Home

CAMPAIGN FOR THE  
CHURCH OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA



I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me. 

MATTHEW 23:35



How do you welcome loved ones 
into your home?

With an open door … warmth and safety … a seat at the table?

Our parish has been welcoming Catholics from the neighborhood 
and across the region for more than 150 years.

We come for the rich preaching, intellectual engagement, and 
nurturing community of friends and family we find here. From 
worship, service, and prayer, we find grace, strength, and sustenance. 

But most importantly, we find a community of believers, eager to 
share the love of Christ with each other and the world.

“St. Ignatius is a spiritual home for me. I feel a sense of mercy, 
a sense of forgiveness … a sense of welcome here.”  

– MARY RUTHERFURD –



Our parish is bursting with life. 

“The church is central to our life. Everything important  
happens here.” – CYNTHIA BRANIFF

Building on a foundation of Jesuit preaching and scholarship, we 
offer more than 20 opportunities to attend Mass each week. On 
Sunday, young children and their parents pack our popular Family 
Mass in Wallace Hall, while upstairs in the sanctuary, Solemn Mass is 
celebrated with the help of the professional singers in the Choir of  
St. Ignatius Loyola. 

“The homilies are thoughtful and speak to your heart. The 
music is astounding.” – ROSE DIMARTINO

We welcome homeless women for food and shelter on cold nights 
throughout the winter. Our Rosary Rangers have made thousands 
of rosaries for members of the military. We reach out to the sick, we 
comfort those who mourn. We participate in book groups, prayer 
groups, retreats, and activism. 

We never know where God will call us next.

“This church is a second home to us. There’s so much 
activity here. It’s open to whatever happens.” – PATTI HOGAN



Yet our buildings don’t reflect our 
beloved community.

Coming to church on Sunday morning, attending a concert, or meeting 
with a priest can be a challenge.  

Our stairs are steep.

The only restroom for visitors to our magnificent church building 
is down more steep stairs. You can’t get there from the sanctuary 
without going outside.

Our handicap access ramps are out-of-date, making it difficult for 
anyone with a disability or any mobility issues to join a class in the 
Parish House. 

YOU can change this. 

“Our parish is inclusive, but by having entrances  
with stairs not everyone can use, we are telling people, 

‘This is not for you.’” – BEN DENIHAN



WALLACE HALL ELEVATOR ACCESS

Elevator to Wallace Hall 
and Church level

Entry from 
elevated ramp

PARISH HOUSE GARDEN RAMP ENTRYWe have ambitious plans to upgrade key features of our church complex: 

• We will add an elevator on the 84th 
Street side of the church, providing access 
to Wallace Hall, and a level ramp to the 
side entrance of the church.

• We will fix the church’s crumbling 
masonry and repair the roof.

• We will construct handicap access 
ramps at both the Parish House and the 
Grammar School.

• We will continue to upgrade our heating 
and air-conditioning infrastructure.

• We will secure our future with modern 
fire safety and security systems. 

Now is the time . . . . . . but we can’t do it without you. 

“How do we offer healing and reconciliation?  
We have to be present for each other.”  

– FATHER YESALONIA 
 



Every day at the Church of  
St. Ignatius Loyola, you are sharing 
your light.

You are part of this parish because you want to be nourished by the 
love of Christ and the special connection we have to our community.

This campaign isn’t really about an elevator, ramps, or a security 
system. Those are just the physical manifestations of the way we share 
what we value most about our parish with the world.

Rather, this campaign is a rare opportunity to share your spiritual 
home – and the welcome you find here. With God’s grace as your 
shelter and strength, your gift can make a difference in the lives of 
countless people. 

“St. Ignatius is like nowhere else.” – BARBARA DENIHAN



Just as I have loved you,  
you are also to love one another. 

JOHN 13:34

Help us share the abundant gifts  
of this essential place. 

“Let’s do these projects so we are who we say we are.”  
– FATHER YESALONIA

Let’s make these improvements to our parish buildings so that we 
reflect the community we are and the community we want to become.

We invite you to have a conversation with Fr. Yesalonia soon about 
this important initiative, or contact James MacGuire, Director of 
Development, for more information.

Fr. Dennis Yesalonia 
212-288-3588 
yesaloniad@stignatius.org

James MacGuire 

212-288-3588 ext. 608 

macguirej@stignatius.org

Thank you for sharing your light with the world. 



The Church of St. Ignatius Loyola
980 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10028      
212-288-3588      
www.stignatiusloyola.org


