
Dear Melissa,

You probably remember it: You’re standing alone, high above the group, 
your back to everyone. Their arms are ready to catch you, but your heart 
is still pounding. You close your eyes and cross your arms over your 
chest. Can you do it? Can you fall back and let them catch you?

The Trust Fall is one of the signature activities we did as Bridge Builders. It’s a 
way of letting go, learning to trust strangers, and beginning to work together 
for the good of all. It’s something all Bridge Builders alumni share, even now.

But there’s a lot more we share.
A commitment to speaking up for things that are important.
“When I was chosen for Bridge Builders, I was quiet, reserved,” said Kevin Dean ’97. “Bridge 
Builders taught me to speak out. It was where we talked about real issues. Bridge Builders 
gave me a voice.”

A willingness to take risks.
“One of the first things I did was get out of my comfort zone, out of the same neighborhood, 
school,” said Claire Rossie ’04. “Bridge Builders sparked me to go away to school, even a  
foreign country. Now I notice more similarities than differences. We have much more in  
common than we have that’s different.”

A dedication to making change,  
in Memphis and the world.
Because of Bridge Builders, “I feel a deep obligation to the city 
of Memphis,” said Kenya Bradshaw ’98. “I feel a deep affinity for 
what I learned here … service to the city is a responsibility you 
have, and I feel obligated to do that.”

Great friends!
“My relationship with Eric Luna changed our lives,” Kenya continued about her Bridge Builders 
friend. “We couldn’t be more different: He’s Latino, first-generation, a staunch Republican. 
Yet I love him with all that I am. That only happened because of Bridge Builders.”

Now YOU have a chance to help other youth from across Greater 
Memphis make the connections and friendships that changed our lives. 

BRIDGES has received an unprecedented, game-changing $10 million challenge that we must 
match, dollar-for-dollar, to establish a $20 million endowment fund. As a Bridge Builders alum, 
please consider making a special $750 ALUMNI GIFT to help us reach our goal. That’s how 
much it costs to support a high school Bridge Builder for one year, though all of our fees are 
adjusted depending on a family’s ability to pay.
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“The endowment is about the future. I always tell people 
to think back about how much you learned and grew  
in Bridge Builders. Then think about not having that.  
This is an investment in the kids who will do Bridge 
Builders in the future.”

“The endowment will be transformational. It will 
provide a stable foundation and a bright future. It will 
help BRIDGES continue to offer its unique approach  
to leadership building and understanding diversity.”

We’re so close! We must meet our goal by June 30, 2016.

Imagine 62,000 young leaders trained in the unique  
BRIDGES way of learning by 2020. That’s the impact your 
gift to the endowment can have on our city and region. 

When we reach our goal, we will name the BRIDGES 
Center in honor of visionary President and CEO  
Jim Boyd, who retired in 2011 after nearly two  
decades of leadership. 

We can’t do it without you, the amazing alumni of Bridge Builders. You 
understand exactly what is at stake.

“Our youth need an opportunity to connect in a safe environment with those who appear dif-
ferent as much as they did 25 years ago,” said Bridge Builders founder Becky Wilson. “Bridge 
Builders changes lives, and in doing so is changing Memphis. That’s too powerful to pass up.”

Go ahead, take that Trust Fall one more time with a $750 ALUMNI GIFT 
to the BRIDGES endowment fund. 

Help the next generations learn the valuable lessons we did. Lessons that changed our lives.

Go to bridgesusa.org and give at our special, secure Bridge Builders ALUMNI GIFT link, or send 
a check in the enclosed envelope. 


